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a message from Anne 
Last night “neighborhood night out” celebrations were held in neighborhoods  

throughout our country.  Neighbors in our church community (known as Phalen 

Heights) organized a grand event over on the “green space,” as we call it, near the  

Humanities Center and the Phalen Shores apartments.  Nearly 150, maybe 200  

neighbors came out for the purpose of getting to know each other better.  I was so  

impressed by this team of young people (at least younger than me!) who took on the 

planning and promoting of such a large event.  Their commitment to ensuring our 

church neighborhood is a safe, healthy and thriving community in which to live is truly 

inspiring.  

  

But what about the other 364 days and nights of the year?  What does it mean to be 

neighborly in an increasingly isolated and overcommitted society? 

 

Jesus lifted up the role of neighbor to one of highest regard in his conversation with a 

legal expert of his day who asked, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 

Law?”  
37 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’
  38 

This is the first and greatest commandment. 
39 

And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
  40 

All the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments.”    Matthew 22: 34-40  (NIV) 

 

Clearly being a good neighbor (after all, isn’t that what “loving your neighbor” looks 

like?) was of highest priority to Jesus and thus it must be ours as well, if we are serious 

about following in the ways of Jesus.  The challenge lies in defining what it means to BE 

a good neighbor in our 21
st
 century society where neighbors no longer live, work, study 

and worship together.  State Farm Insurance defines being a good neighbor as being 

present:  (“Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”)  How about you?   

 

This fall our focus is:  “imagine a church…being a neighbor”.  We’ll be wrestling  

together with this holy calling to “love your neighbor as yourself” in worship and  

spiritual growth opportunities.  It’s a bold endeavor—to actively engage in imagining 

what it means for us personally as well as a church community to be “a neighbor”—

and then to tell the neighborhood by putting signs out on our lawn and on our  

building.  It is my hope and prayer that our imagining will lead to action.  As God’s 

love and grace infuses our lives, may our desire and our capacity to love profoundly 

impact those around us—all to the glory of God.   

 

Your fellow neighbor/pastor, 

Anne 
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Fall Worship Series 
imagine a church . . . being a neighbor 

 

September 2 Digging in the Dark 

    Psalm 145 

    Hebrews 12:1-3 

    Guest Preacher: Rev. Kara Stromberg 
 

September 9 Welcome Sunday - It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 

    Matthew 22:34-40 

    Gospel Choir singing 

    (more information about Welcome Sunday on page 4) 
 

September 16 Being a Neighbor Across the Street (It Still Starts With Me) 

    Bless Our Schools Sunday (see page 16 for more information) 

    John 13:31-34 

    1John 4:7-12 
 

September 23 Being a Neighbor Across the Globe 

    Baptism of William Murtha 

    Guest Preacher: Paul De Neui,  

    missions professor from North Park Theological Seminary  
 

September 30  The Cost of Neighborliness 

  Luke 10:25-37 

    Guest Preacher: Nekima Levy-Pounds 

A professor at the University of St. Thomas School of Law, Levy-Pounds' scholarly work  

focuses on African-Americans and the law; the impact of the war on drugs on African-

American children and families; the treatment of women in prisons; and the intersection of 

race, class and the criminal justice system.  She is the founder and director of the         

Community Justice Project, an award-winning civil rights legal clinic in Minneapolis that 

addresses the complex issues affecting the poor and working poor. Nekima and her family 

attend First Covenant Church of Minneapolis. 
 

October 7  When did we see you in our neighborhood, Jesus? 

    Matthew 25:31-46 

    Guest Preacher: Nekima Levy-Pounds 
 

October 14  Where is the Hole? 

    1 John 3 

    Matthew 19:16-30 
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Welcome Week 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9      IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Traffic note: Westbound Wheelock Parkway and northbound  Johnson Parkway will be 

closed for the St. Paul Bike Classic. Expect delays at cross streets, so please leave early.  

 

9:20-1O:3Oam  Worship 

    Gospel Choir singing and special guest, Mr. Rogers 

10:45am-12:30pm Kick-off for the new program year on the south lawn, with grill   

    masters Josh Holm, Gordy Swanson and Mike Verdoorn    

                                   ensuring your brats and hot dogs are grilled to perfection.                                                                

    Please bring: 

     salad (last names starting A-O) 

     cookies or (sliced) bars (last names starting P-Z) 

     blankets to sit on (some tables & chairs will be set up) 

     brats, hot dogs, chips & beverages will be provided 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

(See pages 7 through 11 for more information.) 

9:30-11:00am  Adult Bible Study 

3:30-5:45pm  East Side Thrive (new name for After School Program) 

4:30-5:45pm  Handbells (NOTE: beginning September 19th) 

5:00-6:00pm  Confirmation Journey (grades 7-8) 

5:45-6:15pm  Dinner for all in Upper Fellowship Hall 

6:15-7:45pm  Choir rehearsal  

    Spiritual Growth opportunities for all ages: 

     birth-age 5 (pre-kindergarten): nursery care 

     grades K-3: Welcoming Wednesdays 

     grades 4-5: Forty5  

     grades 6-12: youth group 

     adults:  discovery class, men’s group, women’s Bible   

                                                        study, it’s been three days…, ESL class 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

 

9:15-11:15am  Community Bible Study (see page 12 for more info) 

7:00-8:30pm  Worship Team Rehearsal 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

 

9:30-11:00am  Women’s Bible Study 
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ccda September 26-29, 2012  

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION  NATIONAL CONFERENCE  

 

Each year, the Christian Community Development Association (CCDA) National  

Conference draws over 3,000 people from around the world to share in the best  

practices of Christian Community Development. Experts and scholars teach workshops 

around relevant themes. Practitioners find support by networking with others facing  

similar challenges. Advocates bring attention to issues affecting people at the grassroots, 

and provocative speakers challenge our assumptions about what it means to embody 

Christ's love to the poor in our communities. 

 

We have the opportunity to attend this amazing conference, one that speaks directly to 

the everyday joys and challenges we face in ministry here on the East Side of Saint Paul.  

The annual conference is held this year in Minneapolis and you won’t want to miss the 

chance to hear speakers such as John Perkins, Shane Claiborne, Tony Campolo,  

Lisa Harper, Curtiss DeYoung, and more. 

 

Registration is $214 per person, but monies are available from First Covenant Church to  

offset the cost for FCC attendees.  Or sign up to be a volunteer during the week and  

attend for only $50.  Evening plenary sessions for the conference are free to the public.   

 

For more information, check out the CCDA website at  

http://www.ccda.org/gather/national-conferences/2012-twin-cities  

or contact Kara VerHage at karabettinverhage@gmail.com or 651-587-0969. 

 

Look for more information and details coming soon! 

http://www.ccda.org/gather/national-conferences/2012-twin-cities
mailto:karabettinverhage@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON  4
TH

-6
TH

 GRADERS 

 

This has been a summer for evaluation and new horizons! This summer, ministry and 

leadership teams analyzed feedback from the past year to make plans for programming, 

including the musicals being offered this program year. Based on the feedback we have  

received, we have decided to dissolve the 50Six program for 5
th
 and 6

th
 graders. This 

will allow us to choose musicals that are better tailored to children’s, preteen and  

adolescent maturity levels. This will also allow our 5
th
 graders an opportunity to have 

lead roles and exercise leadership in the K-5
th
 grade musical. There are also advantages 

to this change in our regular programming!  

 

WHAT ABOUT 4
TH

 AND 5
TH

 GRADERS? 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders get to take part in a new 

program in our Children’s Ministry just for these two grades: Forty5. This special class 

will be a place to navigate 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders’ questions about God and form powerful, 

lasting relationships with their leaders, each other, and God!  

 

WHAT ABOUT 6
TH

 GRADERS? 6
th
 graders will move up into the Youth Ministry, and 

will now be considered junior highers. Junior high now covers all 6
th
-8

th
 graders. This 

means that, increasingly, there will be a separation of ages (6
th
-8

th
 and 9

th
-12

th
) during 

common programming times. This allows us to tailor spiritual growth opportunities for 

younger and older adolescents.  
 

We are excited and encouraged about these changes and hope that you are too. If you 

have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask either Colleen Deery or Kate Makosky. 

Children and youth 

TRAINING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH MENTORS, TEACHERS, AND LEADERS 

Wednesday, September 5, 6:00 – 7:30 pm. 

Upper Fellowship Hall  

 

All children and youth leaders, teachers and youth mentors will meet for dinner and 

then break into groups for vision casting, training, and planning for the upcoming year. 

EAST SIDE THRIVE  

Starting Wednesday September 12, 4:00-6:00pm 

First Covenant Church 

 

See page 19 for more information about the newly named After-School Program. 
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Musicals and concerts 
MUSICALS WITH OUR PARTNER SCHOOLS FARNSWORTH AEROSPACE AND  

JOHNSON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

We are planning two musicals during the coming school year based on our new added 

partnership with Johnson HS: a Christmas musical in December together with  

Farnsworth K -5
th
 grade and a spring musical with Farnsworth 6-8

th
 grade and Johnson 

9
th
-12

th 
grade.  This is possible thanks to Jorge Martinez coming on board as  

co-director and also by having the St. Paul School District’s support both in sharing the 

costs of the productions as well as sharing the costs for a part time music intern who 

will be  

helping in the various ministry areas of our church. 

 

 K-5
TH

 GRADE CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

 Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday October 3
rd
 as part of the Wednesday night  

programming and on Sundays, starting October 7
th
 during the Sunday school hour from 

11am-12noon.  The performance dates are Sunday December 9
th
 at 10:30am and  

Tuesday December 11
th
 at 6pm. With both performances at Johnson High School  

Auditorium. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 6
TH

 -12
TH

 GRADE SPRING MUSICAL: 

Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, January 6
th
 from 11-1pm (with a light lunch  

Included) and Wednesdays starting January 9
th
 as part of the Wednesday night  

programming.  The exciting news is that we will be offering workshops during this 

time for those students who are unable or not interested in being part of the cast.   

These are the workshops that will be offered: set painting, backstage, theatrical war 

gear and props, costumes, make-up and accessories, and production support.  The  

performance dates are Sunday, March 10
th
 at 10:30am; Tuesday, March 12

th
 at 6:30pm 

and a possible third performance to be confirmed on Friday, March 15
th
 at 7pm.  All 

performances will be held at Johnson High School Auditorium.  

 

MINNESOTA SINFONIA - And if Elected: A Musical Tribute to our Election Process  

Friday, October 26th, 7:00pm 

Sanctuary 

 

Winter Concert Series I: Featuring Maria Jette, soprano, and Apollo Male Chorus. For 

more information go to the Sinfonia website: http://www.mnsinfonia.org. 
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children, infant - 5th grade 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12, 6:15 - 7:45PM 

NURSERY CARE (newborns to age 5-not in Kindergarten)  

Nursery Room 105 
 

WELCOMING WEDNESDAYS  (Kindergarten - 3rd grade) 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays Sept. 12, 19 & 26 we'll be learning about anger with the help of some familiar 

feathered friends, The Angry Birds.  We'll hear the story of Ahab and God's instruction on 

how to deal with anger.  There will be a real live Angry Birds game to play, scripture verses 

to memorize and Angry Birds treats to enjoy! 
 

Forty5 (4th & 5th graders) 

Room 201  

Forty5 will be a place to navigate questions about God and form powerful, lasting  

relationships with leaders, each other, and God!  Musical rehearsals start October 3rd. 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 16, 11:00AM - NOON 

NURSERY CARE (newborns to age 3)  

During worship hour and spiritual growth hour,  Nursery Room 105 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Pre- K & K) 

Sunday mornings (just before the sermon)  

Jungle Room 106 

Kids will gather for a time of ‘little people’ worship with songs, lessons and crafts.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (3 years – 3rd grade)  

Jungle Room 106, Garden Room 104a, Seaside Room 104b 

Children are introduced to God, His Son, His Word and His church through active  

participation in Bible stories and Bible study.   
 

Forty5 (4th & 5th graders) Please see Wednesday night description. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR CHILDREN 

AUTUMN ADVENTURE Forty5 

Saturday, October 13    10:00am. – 2:00 pm. for our 4th & 5th graders! 

We’ll head out to Pine Tree Orchard to pick apples, explore a corn maze, eat a bag lunch 

and more!  Mark your calendars and be on the lookout for more info.  

   

MOONLIGHT MADNESS K – 3rd grade 

Friday, October 19, 6:30 – 8:00pm 

Crazy Hair Night! “The very hairs on your head are numbered.” Matthew 10:30  

Come with the craziest hairdo you can imagine (and your parents will allow) to play 

games and hear a lesson of God’s care for us. 
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Youth, 6th - 12th grade 
 WEDNESDAY NIGHTS, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12 
 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (formerly known as After School Program) K-12th graders 

4:00 - 5:45pm  

Upper & Lower Fellowship Hall, Game, Graffiti, Seaside, Garden Rooms 

See full information on page 19. 

  

CONFIRMATION (7th & 8th graders) 

5:00-6:00pm  

Room 201  

This year, seventh and eighth graders will be making their way through the Old  

Testament. Along the journey it is our hope and prayer that they’ll be confirming 

their faith.  
  

YOUTH GROUP (6th-12th graders) 

6:15-7:45p.m. 

Graffiti & Game Rooms  

We grow as a community of peers and mentors in faith and life. Small groups, games,  

worship, and teaching geared for real life are a part of our time together.  

 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 16 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL  (6th-8th graders) 

11:00am-12:00pm   

Game Room 

We will explore God’s Big Story and the question of identity this fall – exploring who 

God is and how God created each of us unique. Each Sunday includes time for  

questions, conversation and deepening of relationships!  
 

SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL (9
th
-12

th
 graders) 

11:00am-12:00pm  

Graffiti Room 

How do you read and study the Bible? We take a stroll through the book of James 

this fall, discovering what God says about faith lived out. Through it all, we also put 

into practice how to study and apply God’s word in our lives. Bring your Bible for 

this practical and  meaningful class!  
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Youth, 6th - 12th grade 
 

YOUTH FIELD TRIP TO CCDA (6th-12th graders) 

Saturday, September 29 from 5:00-9:00pm 

Downtown Minneapolis, leave from and return to First Covenant 
 

CC-what? CCDA is a national organization that is passionate about inspiring social  

justice and transformation at home and around the world. CCDA is holding their annual 

conference in the Twin Cities this September…and we are taking a field trip to one of 

the free evening sessions. We will grab dinner and head downtown for an evening of 

worship and inspiring teaching about justice and reconciliation. Lisa Sharon Harper 

(who currently works for Sojourners – an organization committed to inspiring hope and 

building a movement where faith is put in action for social justice) and Eric Iverson 

(former youth pastor and MEA speaker who is currently working with organizations like 

YouthWorks to develop holistic multi-cultural ministries) are teaching that evening. Join 

us for what will be an inspiring and engaging evening for all. Want to learn more about 

CCDA? Check it out on page 5.  

 

VIVE: (6th-12th graders & their Parents/Guardians) 

Saturday, October 6th from 10:00am-2:00pm   

First Covenant Church of Saint Paul  

VIVE is a partnership with the Northwest Conference and North Park University geared 

to better equip youth for college. The day includes lunch, break-out sessions for youth 

and their parents, interactions with current college students, worship and  

engaging speaker Steve Fitzhugh (former Denver Broncos NFL player). Save the  

date - more information is coming your way soon! You won’t want to miss this  

opportunity to dream about your future! 

 

MEA RETREATS – This year we are focusing our special events energy on the annual 

MEA Retreat!  This fall retreat finds us up at Covenant Pines Bible Camp in McGregor, 

MN. Staggered throughout MEA, this is a great time to break away, reconnect with God 

and grow in friendships. More details are coming your way soon – including  

information on fundraising and scholarships!  

Check out www.covenantpines.org until then. 

Junior High (6
th
-8

th
 graders): October 17-19  

Senior High (9
th
-12

th
  graders): October 19-21 

 

http://www.covenantpines.org
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Adult Spiritual Growth 
WEDNESDAY SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12th 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesdays mornings, 9:30-11:00am  

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Our morning includes a coffee time and at 10:00am we’ll have some singing along with 

our study of the book of James led by Dick and Barb Johnson.  We’re excited to be 

back together again so plan to be with us and bring a friend. 

 

EVENING OPTIONS 6:15-7:45pm 

 

MEN’S GROUP 

Lower Level Classroom 100 

We will study the gospel of John, discovering more about Jesus and more about  

ourselves. Led by: Ron Soderquist 
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)  

Pastor Anne’s office 

For persons who desire to improve Their reading skills or learn English as a second  

language.  Led by: Carol Soderquist 

DISCOVERY CLASS – FALL 2012 

Seaside Room 

Twice a year we offer a spiritual growth opportunity to find out more about the mission 

of First Covenant and how we live out our faith. During the six weeks of classes we             

learn about a variety of topics and hear from church leaders to learn about their faith    

stories and their responsibilities at church. Membership at First Covenant is also discussed 

and an opportunity to join is provided. Join us for discovery! Led by Jim and Kris 

Luchsinger and Keith and Marcy Turnquist. 

THREE DAYS LATER…. 

You were challenged and inspired on Sunday morning to live more fully into your calling 

as a follower of Jesus Christ.  How’s it going three days later?  Join us as we revisit the 

Scripture, the message, the challenge from the Sunday before and encourage one another 

to continue in this holy calling of “being a neighbor.”  Led by Pastor Anne. 

 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

Living Beyond Yourself with Beth Moore.  See page 13 for more information. 
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Adult Spiritual Growth 
SUNDAY MORNING SPIRITUAL GROWTH HOUR 

11:00am-12:00pm 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, Sept. 9 - Welcome Sunday. Join us outside for fall kickoff.  

   (See page 4 for more info) 
 

Sunday, Sept. 16 - Oct. 7 - All are welcome in Upper Fellowship Hall for a discussion on 

the sermon.  Topics are listed below: 
 

 Sept. 16 - Being a neighbor across the street: it still starts with me.  

 Sept. 23 - Being a neighbor across the globe: discussion led by Paul DeNeui, visiting  

                professor from North Park Theological Seminary 

 Sept. 30 - The Cost of Neighborliness: discussion led by Nekima Levy-Pounds 

 Oct. 7 -    When did we see you in our neighborhood, Jesus?  

         discussion led by Nekima Levy-Pounds 
 

Oct. 14-Nov. 25 - The Hole in Our Gospel. We look forward to this 7-week series based 

on the book of the same name, written by Rich Stearns, president of World Vision.  This is 

a radical, eye-opening series that will challenge us into action-oriented awareness and  

invite us to ponder one soul-searching question on poverty and injustice: “What does God 

expect of us?” Come with the expectation that your worldview will expand and your  

personal faith will be deepened.  

LIFE GROUPS UPDATE 

The Spiritual Growth Commission is excited to announce that Dick and Barb Johnson 

have agreed to provide leadership for our life group ministry. Dick and Barb are  

committed to building a team that will breathe new life into this important ministry. Our 

goals are to continue to resource and equip existing groups, while developing new  

leadership and increasing participation for the rest of our church family. Look for more  

information coming soon and please be in prayer for Dick, Barb and the life group team.  

 

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Thursdays starting September 13, 9:15-11:15am 

Upper Fellowship Hall  

Are you interested in studying the Bible and making new connections? Community Bible 

Study is a non-denominational study of the Word through at-home study questions,  

women’s and men’s small groups for discussion, and a weekly teaching time. This fall we 

are studying four short books: I John, Colossians, Philippians, and James, along with Job, 

with each study consisting of six lessons. Our children's program is available for infants 

through preschool aged children, with loving teachers providing care and age-appropriate 

Bible teaching. To register or receive more information, please contact Sharon Carlson at     

651-774-1914 or smcarlson3@gmail.com. We hope you can join us! 
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Women’s Ministry  
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday nights, 6:15-7:45pm (beginning September 12) 

Friday mornings, 9:30-11:00am (beginning September 14) 
 

"Living Beyond Yourself" with Beth Moore. The emphasis will focus on the Fruits of the 

Spirit, filling women and inspiring them to live more fully into their calling as a  

follower of Jesus Christ and being a neighbor to those people they live around.  

Facilitators:  Lynn Gilmore, Fridays and presently open for Wednesday evenings.   

(Call Lynn Gilmore for more information 651-770-1536) 

BANDAGES BOARD SHIP TO DESTINATION - KARAWA STATION IN CONGO!!   

Fifteen women from FCC St. Paul responded to an urgent need and rose to the challenge 

of a goal to roll over 2000 bandages!  They rolled 2,600 bandages that totaled 250 

pounds to be exact, starting August 24, 2010 and completing their project May 17, 

2011.  Their first day they rolled 34 bandages, the most rolled in one day was 165.  But 

the next challenge was to get the boxed bandages mailed to Baltimore, Maryland and 

from there on to  final destinations in Central African Republic as Karawa in the Congo 

where the Covenant has medical clinics that have desperate need of such medical  

supplies. 
  

There is great expense in shipping the bandages.  Two boxes were shipped to Maryland 

by one woman in our church. Shipping the next  four of the boxes to Maryland this June 

2012 cost $171 and was covered by an existing FCC Women's Fund.  The next expense 

for shipping from Maryland to Congo was much greater,.....$492 to be exact!  Different 

avenues of obtaining that money was considered.  In the end a few of our women who 

had great interest in this project donated their own money and have sent that amount to 

ECC WM to assure that these bandages will be on the next shipment to Congo to make a 

life-saving difference to patients in need. 
 

Hundreds of Covenanters roll bandages from torn strips of bed sheets by the thousands 

every year!  It is the ultimate "green" effort of the Covenant!  (The rolling of bandages in 

our church alone has gone on for decades.  The crafting of the bandage machines at our 

church was done by male members and even passed on to other churches in our  

conference.) As important as the green effort, is the appreciation by the physicians to 

have these bandages to help heal and bring hope to the patients they serve.  The cost of 

buying comparable bandages would use up much of the medicine budget each 

year.  Please LOOK at the letter posted on the women's bulletin and the kiosk titled A 

BIG BOX OF HOPE, to see and read more about the importance of bandage  

rolling.  Consider being a part of this project in the future!   

Lynn Gilmore ~ Women Ministries FCC 



14 

Our Life together 
GOSPEL CHOIR 

Everyone is welcomed to join in praising God through this powerful style of music that 

will be part of worship once a month.  All ages are welcome!  Rehearsals are on the 

Wednesday prior to the performance (from 8-8:30pm) and again on the Sunday of the 

performance (8:30-9am). September’s performance will be on Welcome Sunday,  

September 9
th
, with rehearsal on Wednesday, Sept. 5

th
 at 7:30 to 8:15 pm  

Hope you will join us. 

 

SANCTUARY CHOIR    

If you enjoy singing in a choir don't hesitate to join the Sanctuary Choir. We rehearse on 

Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:30pm and Sundays from 8:30 to 9am.  The choir performs 

every Sunday from September through May and once a month through the summer 

months.  The first rehearsal of the season will be Wednesday Sept 5th 6:15-7:30pm.  If 

interested please contact Richard Voth, minister of worship and creative arts. 

HISTORY CORNER   

People with interest and talent in design, crafts, photography, and/or history are invited 

to join a task force being formed to plan and implement the First Covenant Heritage/

History Center.  A limited number of meetings will be held soon (first one Monday,   

Sept. 17 at 6:30pm) to determine the best way to tell the many interesting tales of how 

FCC began in 1874 as a Swedish-speaking gathering of poor young immigrants, and 

evolved into our multi-generational, intercultural church of today.  It’s a fascinating  

story!  Can you help us tell it? Contact Mike Schak (651-368-9563 or 

email mike@mikesconsulting.biz) or you can talk to him during the fellowship hour most 

any Sunday. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNERS also known as "Feeding My Flock"  ministry begins 

Wednesday, September 12 at 5:45pm in Upper Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be served 

for a small suggested donation of $3.00 for adults, $2.00 for youth with a maximum 

of $10 per family. It's a good way to get your Wednesday evenings started and a great 

place to get to know others; we hope you will take this opportunity to enjoy dinner 

with your church family! Look for more information in future bulletins. 

KNITTERS UNITE!  Learn how to knit or try new stitches and get to know other knitters.  

Day and time is still under consideration--maybe Friday after a bag lunch following  

Women's Bible Study or maybe from 4:30 to 5:30, before Wednesday night suppers?  Or 

on a different day...?  Contact Carolyn Oliver to express your opinion, and let's get those 

needles clicking!   cjoliver@earthlink.net or 651-777-0417. 

mailto:mike@mikesconsulting.biz
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Our Life together 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY OF PRAYER  

Sunday, September 9  

Christian Grandparenting Network understands the urgency of our day to unite in  

prayer for our grandchildren, proclaiming Sunday, September 9th, as Grandparent’s Day 

of Prayer on National Grandparents’ Day. They would like to encourage grandparents 

to unite in prayer for their grandchildren.  
 

God has given grandparents a sacred trust – an opportunity to imprint another  

generation with His love and faithfulness. Perhaps no other time in our history has a call 

to prayer been more critical for grandparents as it is today. Grandparents need to be  

intentional about prayer and avail its power to keep the hearts and minds of their 

grandchildren from falling captive to the enemy’s deception. We are engaged in a  

spiritual battle that requires prayer as the weapon. Join grandparents all over the world 

to unite in prayer on September 9th for their grandchildren. Lillian Penner is the  

National Prayer Coordinator for Christian Grandparenting Network.  Additional  

information is posted at info@grandparentingwithapurpose.com.   

Submitted by: Margaret Blum, Prayer Ministry, Congregational Life Commission.  

Co-Deacons: Melissa Johnson and LeAnn Pedersen. 

ADOPT-A-COP 

Thank you to those who keep our Saint Paul Police Officers in your prayers each day.  It 

is such an important opportunity!  Our fall quarterly note to our officer will be due at 

church on Sunday, September 9th so that I can deliver them the next week. 

There is stationery in the Congregational Life box in the church office or you may send a 

greeting card.  I still have two officers available for a prayer partner if anyone would like 

to join in this ministry.   

Please let me know!  Jan Mollet at 651-653-1552 or rjmollet@gmail.com 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

http://www.grandparentingwithapurpose.com/2011/06/grandparents-day-of-prayer-september-11-2011/
http://www.grandparentingwithapurpose.com/2011/06/grandparents-day-of-prayer-september-11-2011/
mailto:rjmollet@gmail.com
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our life together 

80+ BIRTHDAY PARTY  

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

The annual 80+ Birthday Party is hosted by the Congregational Life Commission. The 

party is for members of First Covenant who are 80 years and older. Invitations are also 

extended to those at Bethany Home in Minneapolis, the Block Nurse Program staff and 

First Covenant staff. The event includes lunch and entertainment. It’s a great time for  

fellowship for many who can no longer get to church on a regular basis – a time when 

they can see and visit their church friends. Rides are provided if needed. This year’s  

party will have a Swedish theme. Connie Benson and Corrine Pearson always manage to 

make a delicious meal. Invitations will be mailed late September. For further information 

or questions, please contact Mary Jane Rogers, 651-457-3340 or 

sixmilecross@comcast.net. 

BROADWAY DINNER NIGHT 

Friday October 5
th
 at 6 pm  

Lower Fellowship Hall   

Jorge Martinez and Richard Voth are preparing a night of entertainment.  We are very 

much aware that there are many adults in our congregation who would love to be  

involved singing in a musical, but due to our partnership with Farnsworth and now with 

Johnson, there hasn’t been space to fit in a musical with adults.  So for the time being 

this is one way to give a chance for our adults to get on stage and perform some of the 

most memorable Broadway Classics.  Dinner will be served, followed by the show and 

then coffee and desserts.  Donations will be accepted to cover the cost of the dinner.  

THE 3RD ANNUAL "BLESS OUR SCHOOLS" SUNDAY   

September 16th during service 

Bless Our Schools Sunday, hosted by Moms In Prayer International (formerly Moms In 

Touch), will again be celebrated at First Covenant Church on September 16th during the 

morning service.  It is a time when churches ask all the educators (administrators, staff, 

teachers, school board members, etc.) and students in their congregation to stand or 

come forward while the pastor prays a blessing over them for the school year.   

Additional information is available on the Moms In Prayer website 

www.momsinprayer.org/events/bless-our-schools  

or contact Margaret Blum at hermarblum7@aol.com,  
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our church family 

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, we want to thank you all for helping and supporting our family  

during these very difficult times. We are so grateful for every prayer, every meal, every 

message, every card and every single offer to help. Sincerely, Corey, Amanda, Lyla and  

Wyatt Krejce. 

BENEFIT FOR WYATT KREJCE 

Saturday, September 8, 3-9pm 

3475 Vermillion Street, Hastings 
 

Wyatt Krejce was born on January 17, 2012 and spent his first week of life in the Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit at Children’s Hospital in St. Paul. It took five months and countless 

medical visits before genetic testing confirmed that Wyatt has an extremely rare genetic 

condition called Cardiofaciocutaneous (CFC) syndrome. CFC is made up of a variety of 

symptoms, there is no known cure for CFC. Currently Wyatt suffers from a seizure disorder 

known as Infantile Spasms; Cardiomyopathy, meaning the walls of his heart are thicker 

than they should be; a hearing impairment for which he wears hearing aids; feeding       

difficulties; growth deficiency; hypotonia (low muscle tone); cognitive impairment; and 

developmental delays. He has spent a significant amount of time in the hospital and sees a 

variety of medical specialists to treat each symptom as it presents. To learn more about 

Wyatt’s condition visit: www.cfcsyndrome.org 

 

Wyatt’s future is uncertain. Family and friends of the Krejces have organized this benefit to 

help ease the strain of lost wages and mounting medical bills. Our WISH FOR WYATT is 

that ongoing medical support and early intervention therapies will allow him to reach his 

full potential. 

Spaghetti Dinner: Adults $10 Children $5; children’s games, raffle drawings and bake sale 

Financial Donations Accepted: Ask for the Wyatt Krejce Family Benefit at any Wells Fargo 

Bank. 

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to our church  

family for all of the prayers, cards, meals, and phone calls I received during my recent  

cancer treatment.  Losing Dick in January has also made this a particularly difficult year for 

me.  I don’t know how I would have survived without such a tremendous source of  

comfort and encouragement.  A special thank you, also, to Pastor Anne and Pastor Ted for 

their steadfast ministry during this time.  I am now cancer free and looking forward to 

many brighter days ahead.  Thank you to you all.  Phyllis Hult 
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News from our Partners 
THE SAINT PAUL COVENANT (TSPC) 

 

Founded in 1999 by members of First Covenant Church, St. Paul, The Saint Paul  

Covenant was envisioned as a means to engage, enliven and embolden community 

through deliberate strategies to improve quality of life. Over the years these have  

included in home services to the elderly, before and after school care for children, life 

skills for teens and young adults, and support for local non-profit partners. 

 

The re-energized TSPC engages in academic and social support and arts education for 

children and youth along with strategic partnering in order to enhance lives, engage 

community and embolden individuals toward a better quality of life. In addition to the 

excitement of a new start, fueled by committed core board members from among FCC 

membership and leadership, I’m excited to be hired as the new executive director!  

 

TSPC seeks to build strong partnerships with funders and volunteers in order to  

support and sustain the positive works conducted by TSPC and FCC. To that end, TSPC 

has secured funding from The McNeeley Foundation and The Santa Anonymous Fund 

of the Minneapolis Foundation to support children and youth programs. In addition, 

TSPC has signed up serving teams from partner churches to prepare and serve   

Wednesday Night Suppers at FCC throughout the year! In other important news, the 

After School Program has a new name! East Side Thrive is both a vibrant name and   

description of what TSPC seeks for the children and youth we serve, that they may 

thrive physically, academically and spiritually. (See page 19 for more info.) 

 

The following statement captures the heart of The Saint Paul Covenant’s existence and 

serves as its newly updated mission statement: The Saint Paul Covenant exists to create 

an attractive, healthy, stable, safe and vital community in which all people have the 

opportunity to enhance their lives and the lives of others. Please consider supporting 

TSPC with prayer, volunteer and financial support. Contact me for more information 

(651-774-0344x15 / sharlascullen7@gmail.com).           

 

Sharla Scullen, executive director 
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News from our Partners 
EAST SIDE THRIVE (A PROGRAM OF THE SAINT PAUL COVENANT) 

Starting Wednesday September 12, 4:00-6:00pm 

First Covenant Church 
 

With the start of a new school year comes the start of our new after school program: 

East Side Thrive!  We are excited to be able to offer tutoring, homework help, a healthy 

snack, and other learning options to our students in the community.  All students grades 

K-12 are welcome to participate .  
 

We are in need of tutors to volunteer for this school year.  If you have a desire to help 

students succeed, patience, and enjoy any or all school subjects, we need you! It is a low 

time commitment and can make a huge difference in the students and the community. 

Training for volunteers will be provided.  If you are interested in tutoring or have any 

questions, please contact Mandy Griffin at mjkline8@gmail.com or 612-369-0805. 

 

ALLEY SHOPPE distributes donations of new or gently used clothing and items for the  

kitchen, bath and bedroom (no furniture).  Donations will again be accepted in the bin 

at the East entry beginning September 9th.  

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER FOR PAYNE-PHALEN  

LIVING-AT-HOME/BLOCK NURSE PROGRAM 

Thursday October 4, 4:30-7:00pm 

American Legion Post 577 at 1129 Arcade St.  
 

On that evening proceeds from the event will go to the Payne-Phalen Block Nurse  

Program.  Mark your calendar and show your support for our work.  Since 1999 we have 

been "building a circle of care around the diverse elders on St Paul's East Side, keeping 

them healthy and safe in their homes."  Get to know us before you need us!  Cost: $6.50 

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE HARVESTING FAMILY VALUES CELEBRATION 

Thursday, October 25, 6:00-8:00pm 

Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Ave. N, St. Paul 

 

You’re invited to attend this gala celebration and fund-raising event benefitting  

Family Values for Life’s work in transforming lives and establishing values that instill 

hope for families and youth. Contact Alfreda Flowers for more information  

(651-774-0344x30) or email familyvaluesforlife@gmail.com. 
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Our Mission… 

Many voices celebrating our new life  

in Christ, living out God’s love 

through vibrant worship, spiritual 

growth and compassionate service. 

Vibrant Worship 
Rich in tradition and  

creativity, gathering for 
life-giving worship that 

brings glory to the  
Triune God. 

 

Biblical Teaching 
Connecting God’s people 

to God’s Word, to one  
another, and to the world, 
being empowered to live 

as Christ followers. 
 

Community  
Engagement 

Building bridges with  
partners and cultures in 

the community. 
 

Commitment to  
Children and Youth 

Developing and investing 
in children and youth to 

become followers of 
Christ. 

 

Missional Outlook 
Continuing our legacy as 
mission friends and mobi-
lizing people to serve lo-

cally and globally. 
 

Genuine Relationships  
Loving each other 

 as God loves us. 

How we live our mission… 

 

Grace 
 Receive God’s free gift of forgiveness, mercy 
and love. 

 Live in the reality of grace. 
 Share this gift with others. 

Growth 
 Integrate key spiritual practices into daily living. 

Gathering 
 Gather with the many voices of First Covenant 
Church to worship vibrantly as one body. 

 Gather regularly in LifeGroups to experience 
what it means to be known and to know others, 
in the truth and grace of authentic community. 

 Gather for special events that allow us to 
“celebrate our new life in Christ.” 

 The church caring for one another in time of 
need. 

Gifts 
 Discover and develop gifts, talents, abilities and 
passions, and use them to serve God and the 
world around us. 

Generous Living 
 Discover what it means to live with freedom and  
generosity by trusting God with our resources. 


